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rival of the patriarch should have strong instincts of sex
and of pugnacity, and a but moderately strong fear-
instinct, combined with the more developed mental
organisation that permits of deliberation and of control
of the stronger impulses through the organised co-opera-
tion of the weaker impulses. That is to say, it was a
condition which secured for the family community a
succession of patriarchs, each of whom was superior to his
rivals, not merely in power of combat, but also and chiefly
in power of far-sighted control of his impulses. Each such
patriarch, becoming the father of the succeeding genera-
tion, will then have transmitted to it in some degree his
exceptional power of self-control. In this way the " primal
law," enforced by the fiercest passions of primitive man,
may have prepared human nature for the observance of
laws less brutally and ruthlessly enforced, may, in short,
have played a great part in developing in humanity that
power of self-control and law-abidingness which was the
essential condition of the progress of social organisation.

If we consider human societies at a later stage of
their development, we shall see that the pugnacious
instinct has played a similar part there also. And in
this case we are not compelled to rely only on speculative
hypotheses, but can find inductive support for our inference
in a comparative study of existing savage peoples.

When in any region social organisation had progressed
so far that the mortal combat of individuals was replaced
by the mortal combat of tribes, villages, or groups of any
kind, success in combat and survival and propagation
must have been favoured by, and have depended upon,
not only the vigour and ferocity of individual fighters,
but also, and to an even greater degree, upon the capacity
of individuals for united action, upon good comradeship,
upon personal trustworthiness, and upon the capacity of
individuals to subordinate their impulsive tendencies and
egoistic promptings to the ends of the group and to the
commands of the accepted leader. Hence, wherever such
mortal conflict of groups prevailed for many generations,
it must have developed in the surviving groups just those
social and moral qualities of individuals which are the